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Prayer Topics – August 
 

Week 32 : 5th to 11th August 
 
The COLLEGE OF NURSING was upgraded 
from a School in 1973, and runs a BSc degree 

course (60 students each year) and a GNM 
diploma course (50 students). The course 
length is 3½ and 3 years respectively, each 
followed by a six month internship. The 400 
students in the College include those taking 
postgraduate diploma specialty courses and 
MSc studies. The Indian Nursing Council has 
given priority to CMC in its outreach training 
activities.   
 
The SELECTION of nurses for the GNM 
COURSE and SHORT COURSES takes place 
in August and therefore at this time there is an 
influx of another 50 students to the College. 
 
PRAISE GOD FOR 

 the community’s recognition of good 
standards of nurse education at CMC 

 the excellent academic record of the 
College 

   
PRAY FOR 

 the outgoing graduates of GNM, BScN and 
MScN in July and August 

 the new students admitted in 2013 

 students sitting university examinations in 
July, August and September 

 improved housing and hostel facilities for 

nursing personnel 

 adequate facilities for continuing in-service 
education 

 continuing improvement in ward equipment 
to maintain high standards of nursing care 

 plans to expend the College of Nursing to 
include more classrooms 

 the nurses going out to work in peripheral 
mission hospitals 

 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations …teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you.                

Matthew 28 v.19-20 



Week 33 : 12 to 18th August 

 
Each year the hospital sees around 350,000 
PATIENTS through outpatient clinics and 
admits nearly 30,000 for treatment. They come 
with their RELATIVES from all over Punjab and 
North India, from every walk of life and from 
different religious backgrounds. There are 
currently 650 beds for general and super-
specialty treatment with another 130 for 
supportive services such as ICU and Casualty. 
With a bed occupancy of over 84%, the hospital 
is very busy throughout the day and it is 
important that there are adequate facilities for 
the comfort of both the patients and their 
families. 
 



PRAISE GOD FOR 

 the reputation of CMC that brings patients 
from near and far for treatment 

 the refurbished sarai (relatives’ quarters) on 
the hospital site 

 
PRAY FOR 

 adequate facilities for relatives staying on 
the hospital campus (a place to rest, sleep, 
cook, etc.) 

 patients’ dependants where illness has 
reduced family income 

 patients that they might receive the care 
and compassion that speaks to them of the 
love of God 

 

And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person 
well; the Lord will raise him up.  

James 5 v.15 

 

15th August 

 
INDEPENDENCE DAY is celebrated on 15th 
August and commemorates the anniversary of 
India’s independence from Britain in 1947. 
There are 35 States and Union Territories in 
India and there are State Governments as well 
as a Central Government. 

 
PRAISE GOD FOR 

 over 60 years of Indian independence 
 
PRAY FOR 

 those in authority in Central Government 

 CMC’s relationship with local government 
officers 

 CMC senior staff’s dealings with national 
and state bodies such as Medical Council of 
India, Indian Council of Medical Research 
and Baba Farid University of Health 
Sciences, Faridkot 

 

Abraham will surely become a great and powerful nation, 
and all nations on earth will be blessed through him.  

Genesis 18 v.18 

 

Week 34 : 19th to 25th August 

 
The DEPARTMENT OF PAEDIATRIC SUR-
GERY was originally a unit of general surgery, 
but was upgraded to a fully-fledged department 
in 2004. It has three paediatric surgeons, 
nursing and intensive care staff, physician 
assistants and surgical registrars. The 
department has always aimed to provide quality 
surgical care to children, giving specialised care 
in neonatal surgery, general paediatric surgery, 
paediatric urology, paediatric thoracoscopic and 
laparoscopic surgery and paediatric surgical 
oncology. It cares for children up to 15 years of 
age and has a fully equipped paediatric surgical 
suite and paediatric surgical intensive care unit 
with adequate facilities of ventilation and other 
supportive care for sick children.  

‘Play areas’ also help to keep the stay of the 
children comfortable. The department also re-
ceives support of the departments of paediatric 
orthopaedics, paediatric cardiac surgery and an 
advanced physiotherapy and physical medicine 
department for children who need rehabilitation. 
Input from the departments of paediatric 
medicine and neonatology is also welcome. 
 
PRAISE GOD FOR 

 the procurement of new high definition 
laparoscopic equipment 

 the Surgically Sick Children’s Fund, funding 
surgical treatment for children where their 
parents cannot afford the fees 



 a successful Medical Council of India 
inspection to allow the start of an MCh 
programme and one resident student  

 
PRAY FOR 

 the MCh teaching programme 

 the progress of minimal invasive surgery in 
children 

 

He took a little child and had him stand among them. 
Taking him in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever 
welcomes one of these little children in my name 
welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not 
welcome me but the one who sent me.” 

Mark 9 v.36-37 

 

Week 35 : 26th August to 1st September 

 
It is believed that a third of the world’s poor live 
in India and, given that India has a population of 
over one billion people, this means that there 
are estimated to be more people in India who 
live below the international poverty line than in 
sub-Saharan Africa. 
 
CMC continues to meet the healthcare needs of 
the poor and underprivileged, serving those for 
whom no one else cares. It has always 
supported the weaker sections of society by not 
refusing treatment to those in genuine need, 
providing treatment either free of cost or at 
highly subsidised rates, maintaining ‘free’ beds 
in general and specialist areas. Some inpatients 

receive concessions on their hospital bill, whilst 
some have their bills completely written off.  
 
The GOOD SAMARITAN FUND was esta-
blished at CMC Ludhiana in December 2011 
specifically for the medical or surgical treatment 
of inpatients in any of CMC’s departments who 
are unable to afford the cost of their treatment. 
During 2012, 108 patients received assistance 
through the Fund and on average Rs.7,500 
(£93) concession per patient was given on bills. 
The first eight patients had an average bill of 
Rs.36,000 (£450), although the average income 
of the breadwinner in the family was Rs.92 
(£1.15) per day. 

 

The CHARITY CLINIC and DENTAL CHARITY 
CLINIC provide quality outpatient treatment at 
very little cost. The MEDICAL SOCIAL WEL-
FARE department assesses patients, also 
giving advice and practical help when dealing 
with the socio and economic factors relating to 
treatment and rehabilitation. The ASSESS-
MENT DEPARTMENT is responsible for 
deciding the level of concession granted to 
patients. 
 
PRAISE GOD FOR 

 the provision of free or subsidised inpatient 
care  

 the well-attended Charity Clinics  
 
PRAY FOR 

 adequate funding for poor patients 

 sensitivity and understanding for all those 
responsible for assessing patients’ ability to 
pay for treatment 

 those offering advice and help in dealing 
with other factors which can be the cause of 
illness 

 

Jesus said to them, … “The poor you will always have with 
you, but you will not always have me.” 

Matthew 26 v.10-11 



Stories of those recently helped through the Good Samaritan Fund 
 

Monika was 
admitted to CMC 
in May 2013, 
having suffered a 
series of seizures 
over a fortnight.   
She is eleven 
years old and 
currently boards 
at St. Joseph’s 
Convent School 
in Phillaur, six 

miles from Ludhiana. She is the youngest of three 
children, having an older brother and sister; her 
father works as a labourer six days a week and 
her mother is a peon at a school. Her parents are 
very poor, earning around Rs,7,000 (£80) a 
month, and because they could not afford her 
education the nuns had taken her into the 
boarding school. She stayed in hospital for five 
days and was discharged in a satisfactory 
condition, although her parents were unable to 
pay for the cost of the investigation of her illness 
(over two months’ their combined wage).  
 
Amarjit, a 47 year 
old married woman 
with six children, 
lives in Gurdaspur 
District in Punjab, 
over 120 miles from 
Ludhiana.   She had 
been suffering from 
abdominal pain for 
two years and gene-
ralised weakness for 
the past six months. On admission to CMC she 
was found to have hydatid cyst liver disease with 
severe anaemia and oesophageal candidiasis; 
her treatment involved the transfusion of 20 units 
of blood and she was discharged in a satisfactory 
condition after seven days. Her husband is a 
labourer/woodcutter working 4-5 days a week, so 
it was her brother who stayed with her in hospital 
and who bore some of the expense of her 
treatment.    
 
Anis is 12 years old and lives in Ludhiana. His 
father is a labourer working 5-6 days a week to 
support his wife and children, Anis being the 

eldest of five. Investi-
gations on admission 
to CMC suggested 
chronic renal failure 
and he was diag-
nosed with chronic 
kidney disease, ne-
phrotic syndrome, 
undernutrition, hy-
pertension and mild 

anaemia. He was given oral steroids and also 
medication for hypertension and was discharged 
after a 12 day stay in hospital to be followed up 
from OPD. His parents were said to be borrowing 
money from friends and relatives to try to pay his 
bill. 
  
Anita Devi is 18 years of age and lives with her 
father, mother and 
two sisters around 
150 miles from 
Ludhiana in the 
state of Himachal 
Pradesh where her 
father is a farmer.   
Anita had had 
surgery two 
months previously 
for enteric perfo-
ration with perito-
nitis when a lapa-
rotomy and loop ileostomy was performed.   
However, she had developed a wound infection 
following the operation and was admitted to CMC 
for 18 days where the ileostomy was reversed as 
her relatives were unable to manage the stoma.   
The cost of the current treatment was three times 
the family’s monthly income and they had 
approached relatives to borrow the money 
towards the cost of this latest treatment. 

 

Pray for Dr. Abraham Thomas and the admini-
strative team for wisdom to further develop the 
work of CMC – its pioneering treatments, its 
care for the poor, its training of doctors, nurses 
and dentists for the rural hospitals of India - so 
that it remains a beacon for Christ’s grace in the 
Punjab. 
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